
First and foremost I would like to take this time to say thank you for the many calls, cards and flowers we 

have received from our Wagyu family.  As many of you know our publisher and my father, James Danekas, passed 

away and the support in which we have received has been immeasurable.  The strength in which we have gained 

from outside support has made it much easier to get through each day.  

It was a pleasure to see many Wagyu breeders in Texas at the annual Texas Wagyu Association’s annual 

meeting and event.  I always have a great time socializing with so many of you and all of you bring a smile to my 

face with welcoming arms and great conversation.  There is never a dull moment with my banquet table partners 

who I almost always end up sharing a meal with.  Most importantly however was the attendance that was present; 

over two hundred Wagyu enthusiasts!  The bigger the crowd the better as the love for the Wagyu breed and its 

product grows. 

I have mentioned many times that I absolutely enjoy every bite of Wagyu  since harvesting a fullblood steer 

that we fed out, we have been proud owners of two chest freezers full of deliciousness.  With that, I have had many 

friends and family come over to enjoy their first bites and it has been a pleasure.  After my in-laws had some 

hamburgers with us, they’ve now invested in our next steer in which we currently are preparing to help fill the 

freezers down the road.  The reactions of the first bite is memorable each and every time we have a dinner guest, as 

they are blown away by the flavor.  After I give my educational seminar on the health benefits and unique 

characteristics of Wagyu, they are even more impressed with the experience and end up asking how they too can 

find such a wonderful piece of meat. 

All anyone has to do is try it and they are changed forever.  Making the product much more reachable is the 

goal and the Wagyu breed as a whole is making this happen.  In the end, the consumer will be changed forever and 

Wagyu will be the most sought after beef breed one can find. 

 

Mercedes 


